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generate angular momentum round an axis making an angle rf, Motion of
with the axis of rotation of the fly-wheel, the axis of angulat
momentum will, ln a small interval of time, change its position

This Figure shows a gyrostat resting on a thin edge on a glass plate The case is
represented as cut open to show the fly-wheel, which is pivoted on a spindle turning
m bearings attached to the case. As the section indicates, the fly-wheel is a thin
disk with a massive lim. [This cut is reduced from Thomson and Tait's Natural
Philosophy (Vol. I. Part 1, p. 397), to which the reader may refer for further infoml
ation regarding gyrostatic action. ]
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through an angle which Is found by compounding the initial
angular momentum with that generated by the couple in the
interval. Thus if G- be the moment of the couple, the angular

FIG. 51.

momentum generated by it in the fly-wheel in time dt is G-dt. Let
this be represented by OB, Fig. 51, drawn in the usual way in the
direction of the axis of the couple so as to represent the direction of so slight mass as
